
by ROBERT GILLESPIE,                 
Bay Village Chief of Police

On Saturday, Sept. 11, 
from noon to 3 p.m., 
kids of all ages are 

invited to visit the annual 
Bay Village Touch-a-Truck 
event. Don’t miss the chance 
to climb in a fire truck, sit 
in the seat of a front-end 
loader, turn on the emer-
gency lights of a police car, 
or meet service and safety 
force personnel!

 Parents will have the 
opportunity to ask questions 
of your community service 
providers and receive valu-
able safety information. Though 
last year’s event was cancelled, 
Touch-a-Truck generally draws over 

1,000 visitors and this year promises 
to be even bigger than past years.

Compiled by KATHY WOOLNER and NADIA 
ZAIEM, co-chairs, Westlake-North Olmsted 
Chapter, League of Women Voters of Greater 
Cleveland

No matter where you live in Cuyahoga 
County (and every other Ohio county) you 
are surrounded by a series of invisible lines 

that are about to undergo big revisions. These lines 
determine the size and the shape of our wards, our 
county council districts, our Ohio House and Senate 
districts and the geographical boundaries for our 
representatives to the U.S. Congress.

Such adjustments are made every 10 years, 
based on U.S. Census population figures. These 
processes are getting extra attention in Ohio in 2021 
because the 2020 Census information was delayed 
due to the strictures of the Covid pandemic. Gov-
erning bodies now have short time frames for the 
all-important rearrangements. (The U.S. Census 
Bureau released the needed Census data on Aug. 12.)

Four factors add to the pressure for quick 
decision-making regarding the new governmental 
boundaries:

1. The state of Ohio overall has had a very 
modest gain in population in the past decade, but 
not by comparison to many other states. 
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The Observer – Dedicated to the ideal 
that volunteers define a community.

Extreme Weather:                   
         Our New Normal?

 See TOUCH-A-TRUCK page 2

 See REDISTRICTING page 4

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

Touch-a-Truck returns                    
Free Bay Village event allows kids to 
explore service and safety force vehicles

by JENNIFER HARTZELL

On Wednesday, Aug. 11, a storm ripped through 
Bay Village so fast and furious, it violently ripped 
big, old trees out of the ground like they were 

common weeds in your garden. The wind gust was 
clocked at 89 mph. On my street, there were power lines 
draped across the street and utility poles snapped in half 
like they were toothpicks.

Over 60 hours after the storm the electric company 
crew finally arrived on our street to get it cleaned up and 

fixed. We were without power for more than three full 
days. Some of my neighbors were trapped in their homes, 
unable to get their cars out of their driveways from the 
when the storm hit on Wednesday until the street was 
cleared on Saturday.

Why am I writing about this storm? Because we have 
been warned for years that we will experience more power-
ful and extreme weather if we keep failing to act on climate 
change. All over the globe we are seeing reports of extreme 
weather, flooding, hurricanes, tornadoes, etc. 

Redistricting plans 
underway for Ohio’s 
2022 elections

THE GREEN REPORT

A tree uprooted by the Aug. 11 storm blocks Humiston Drive in Bay Village.
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 See EXTREME WEATHER page 6

Westlake holds annual 'Bloom' ceremony
by ROBERT ROZBORIL

The 2021 Westlake in Bloom Award Cere-
mony was held in the Eileen Humphrey 
Auditorium of the new Westlake Com-

munity Services Center on Monday, Aug. 9.
More than 60 entrants competed to be 

named among the top 3 in each of 17 catego-

ries. Each of the first-place winners were then 
judged to see who deserved the coveted Lu 
Walter “Best in Bloom” Award, reserved for the 
best of the best every year.

This year’s top prize went to Lou and Jean 
Povinelli, who also took first place in the “Resi-
dential Landscaping – Rear Yard, Small” category.
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Lou and Jean Povinelli's rear yard took this year's Best in Bloom top award.

 See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 8
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BEAT THE HEATBEAT THE HEAT

440-871-7525

Don’t Delay. Don’t Delay. 
Call Today.Call Today.

WBVO_SPRING_2021

S T A N D  O U T .

Y O U R

B U S I N E S S

D E S E R V E S

I T .

We'd love to help you

grow your business

redbrickroadstudio.com

CUSTOM WEBSITES

MARKETING PHOTOGRAPHY

COPYWRITING & EDITING

LOGO DESIGN

FAMILY OWNED

Contact: 

jordan@redbrickroadstudio.com

LOCATED IN WESTLAKE, OH

 The free event will take place 
rain or shine at the combined safety 
campus of the Bay Village police and 
fire departments, 28000-28100 Wolf 
Road.  

 The Bay Village Police Depart-
ment, Fire Department, and Ser-
vice Department will be present. In 
addition, other public safety service 
providers and community services 
organizations will be in attendance. 
Residents and their children will have 
the opportunity to meet their police 
officers, firefighters/paramedics and 
service department employees and 
others while exploring the wide range 
of vehicles.  

 University Hospitals' medical heli-
copter will land in Cahoon Park during 
the event, allowing attendees to view 
the helicopter and talk to the nurses. 
The Westshore Enforcement Bureau 
will display their SWAT vehicle, bomb 
truck, hazmat unit and all their associ-

ated equipment. A Bay Schools bus will 
be available for kids to experience. You 
may even see a K-9 dog and therapy dog 
wandering the safety campus!

 You can gather information on 
everything from bicycle safety and 
teen drivers to internet safety and 
social media awareness. The Bay Vil-
lage Police Department Auxiliary Unit 
can get you signed up for the Ready-
Notify emergency alert system or the 
Do Not Knock Registry. 

 Food will be available from Billy 
Morris’ Smokin’ Rock n Roll food truck. 
Other organizations in attendance or 
providing information include the 
Ohio State Highway Patrol, the Village 
Bicycle Cooperative, Westshore Com-
munity Emergency Response Team 
(CERT), University Hospitals' Rainbow 
Safety Squad and many others.  

 Parking will be available in the 
lot on the south side of the police 
department, in Cahoon Park and at 
Bay Middle School.  

 We look forward to a successful 
event and seeing all our school kids at 
the Bay Village Touch-a-Truck event! 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 
community newspaper and website written by, for 
and about the residents of Westlake and Bay Village,  
providing perspectives and information about topics 
and events in our community. The mission of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve 
and energize the community through the participation 
of the 1,200+ community volunteers. All Westlake and 
Bay Village residents are invited to participate.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center at 
wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories, 
photos and events.  (We don’t share information)                                   

All content should be submitted through the online 
Member Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be sent 
to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full contact 
information. 

Business promotional articles will not be published. 
Contact us for advertising rates.

QUESTIONS? Contact: staff@wbvobserver.com or 
440-409-0114

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of 
the Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.

PRODUCTION OFFICE
451 Queenswood Drive
Bay Village, Ohio 44140

440-409-0114 

Copyright ©2021 The Westlake | Bay Village Observer. 
All rights reserved. 

Any reproduction is forbidden without written 
permission.
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TOUCH-A-TRUCK  
from front page    

Become an Observer
Join with 1,200+ community members of all ages who have joined in to share their stories, photos 

and community events in our community’s favorite newspaper and website. It’s fun, easy and free to 
become an Observer. Visit our website at wbvobserver.com and click on Member Center to sign up and 

be a part of this growing civic project.

The fire department's ladder truck extends above the crowd in 2015.

A firefighter shows the ladder  
truck to a young girl in 2016.

A youngster tries out the seat of a 
patrol car in 2016.
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The party of the year returns!
MOONDANCE

Saturday, Sept. 11
Local international fare, libations, 

dancing under the stars.

Tickets at BAYarts.net
Groups & sponsor info: mary@bayarts.net

Westlake Alumni Association 
announces 2 Hall of Fame inductees
by KATHLEEN CROUSE

The Westlake Alumni Association 
announced two new members to 
the Westlake Alumni Hall of Fame, 

one Athletic and one Distinguished. Lisa 
Downing Schuette and Frank Sarna, post-
humously, will be inducted this fall during 
homecoming week.

Lisa will be inducted into the Athletic 
Hall of Fame. She was class of 1992 and 
Division 1 state high school swimming 
champ for the 200 free and runner up 
for the 500 free. Lisa still holds two pool 
records with Westlake. After graduation, 
Lisa attended and swam with great suc-
cess for Ohio University. Lisa is a wife and 
mother of three living in Avon cheering 
on her children in their individual sports.

Frank Sarna will be inducted as a 
member of the Distinguished Hall of 
Fame. Frank was an outstanding student 
and track athlete who graduated in 1975. 
Frank individually held or was a part 
of relay teams that set five school track 
records during his high school career. 
After Westlake High School, he graduated 
from the Coast Guard Academy.

Tragically, Frank lost his life on Jan. 
28, 1980, while trying to save his fellow 
shipmates after a collision with an oil 
tanker. A building is named after Frank at 
the St. Petersburg Coast Guard base. For 
the past 40 years, the Sarna family has 
awarded scholarships in Frank’s honor at 
Westlake High School.

The Hall of Fame Class of 2020 will 
also be formally inducted at this event. 
Due to the pandemic, the 2020 banquet 
was postponed. Members of the Class of 
2020 include multi-sport athlete Bonnie 
Bauer Morris, the Girls 2001 Golf Team, 
teacher/coach/mentor Vernon Long and 
educator/mentor Dr. Jeanne Bishop.

The Alumni Association is looking 
forward to a wonderful night celebrating 
all the inductees. The ceremony will be 
held at Wagner’s of Westlake on Thursday, 
Sept. 16. The cost is $40 per person or $320 
for a table. Reservations made online sub-
ject to a processing fee.  

For more details or online reserva-
tions visit www.wlake.org/about-us/
alumni or contact Megan Moutoux, West-
lake alumni coordinator, at moutoux@
wlake.org. 

Matching your 'use case' 
to the appropriateness of 
technology
by TAK SATO

I often talk about the "appropri-
ateness" of the technology you 
purchase within your budget. 

You don't want to overspend with 
bells and whistles you'll never use, 
or underspend on a device that 
turns out to be underwhelming and 
raise your blood pressure instead.

It is important to determine 
your "use case," or the activities you 
anticipate using a device for, when 
determining what is appropriate for 
you. An analogy of said appropriate-
ness is buying everything and the 
kitchen sink when you only heat up 
frozen dinners for your meals.

This year my wife and I waited 
until the last minute, which was 
the sales-tax-free weekend in early 
August, to start shopping. The 
Covid-19 pandemic affected the 
technology industry with short-
ages of critical components. It also 
wreaked havoc to a wide breadth of 
non-technology industries such as 
the automobile industry, because 
even internal combustion engine-
based cars rely on a "brain" that is 
electronic, aka computer, to run.

Subjectively, whether online or 
in stores, I didn't see supply scar-
city leading to markups in general 
technology device choices with the 
exception of specialty items.

By way of reminder, the tips 
for parents/grandparents/guard-
ians for technology shopping have 
not changed much for some time 
now. One important tip: do your 
homework as appropriateness also 
applies when shopping for back-to-
school technology devices.

I perused the Bay Village City 
School District website and found 
information on their "One-to-One 
Chromebook Program" for kinder-
garten through grade 12. Having 
designed and implemented an One-
to-One program for a gifted school, 
it was refreshing for me to read 
about a well-thought-out program.

According to the information 

available on the website, Bay's K-8 
pupils have access to Chromebooks 
in class while Bay High students will 
be able to take their school-issued 
Chromebooks home. This saves 
money as the technology fee assessed 
seems very reasonable to me.

Most importantly, though, the 
program removes the guesswork of 
what device to get for your child. 
Additionally, true to the current 
times we're in, the website provided 
information on online meeting/col-
laboration tools such as Zoom.

With the Delta variant and the 
expectation that herd immunity 
is not reachable anytime soon, we 
know tools like Zoom can again 
become the methodology for instruc-
tion delivery at a moment's notice. 
We Americans and the rest of the 
world had baptism-by-fire in 2020, 
whether WFH (working from home) 
or schooling. By the way, this tip is 
the same for private schoolers too.

For students heading to college, 
similar research is recommended 
but the major/degree pursued will 
weigh heavily on the appropriate-
ness of needed devices. Simply put, 
an entry level laptop computer may 
be underpowered depending on 
the major pursued, with disciplines 
in computers/sciences/engineer-
ing requiring more computational 
power.

Whether shopping for back-
to-school technology devices or 
for yourself, appropriateness that 
matches the expenditure to your 
use case goes a long way in prevent-
ing buyer's remorse. For the latter 
scenario of shopping for yourself, 
since we are talking about Chrome-
books, I also want to reiterate that 
Chromebooks for non-educational 
settings can be appropriate if your 
use case is confined to activities 
such as browsing, streaming, and 
various methods of communica-
tion such as email, messaging, and 
video meeting; Chromebooks are 
best utilized while connected to the 
internet. 

THE DIGITAL WORLD

This tip of a branch from a white oak tree, blown off during the Aug. 11 storm, 
shows a cluster of 15 acorns. The wet spring and summer provided the tree with 
the additional moisture to grow a bumper crop of the nuts.

Nature's resilience
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Ohio General Assembly Districts Congressional Districts Cuyahoga County Council 
Districts

Deadline Sept. 15, 2021* Sept. 30, 2021 120 days from appointment 
of Commission (commission 
appointed Aug. 3, 2021, by 
County Council)

Who drafts the 
new maps?

Staff & consultants Staff & consultants Staff & consultants

Who approves 
the plan?

Ohio Redistricting Commission
(7 members: Governor, Auditor, 
Secretary of State, 1 appointee of 
President of Senate, 1 appointee of 
Speaker of House. (In 2021 all 7 are 
elective office holders.) Bipartisan 
approval is required.

Ohio General Assembly by 
bipartisan vote of 3/5ths of 
members of each chamber, 
including at least half of the 
members of each of the two 
largest political parties repre-
sented in the G.A.

Final decision of 5-member 
bipartisan Council District-
ing Commission. (None of the 
members appointed for 2021 
hold elective office in Cuyahoga 
County.)

Authority & 
principles

Ohio Constitution, Article XI Ohio Constitution, Article XIX County Council Charter, Article 
III, Section 3.04

You’re in good company
Promote your business by advertising in the Observer and give a voice to the many civic groups who depend on the Observer to share 

the good things happening in our community. Contact us at 440-409-0114 or staff@wbvobserver.com.
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This results in the loss of one seat in 
the population-based U.S. House.  The 
2022 elections will select 15 members of 
the U.S. House to represent Ohio, not 16.  

2. Cuyahoga County has lost popu-
lation in comparison to the 2010 census 
figures; some cities and townships have 
had population gain, others have lost 
population. Some boundary-shuffling 
will need to take place.

3. Ohio voters approved a con-
stitutional amendment in November 
2015 that established a bipartisan Ohio 
Redistricting Commission as the body 
to design and seek approval for the dis-
trict boundaries from members of Ohio 
General Assembly. (Once Ohio House 
districts are formed, Ohio Senate bound-
aries are created by combining three 
contiguous House districts.)

4. In November 2018, Ohio voters 
approved a constitutional amendment 
with detailed provisions for the decisions 
that must be made to establish congres-
sional districts. 

Since brief media reports tend to 
blur the distinctions and time frames 
for the several redistricting projects, 
the chart below summarizes the basic 
features of each process.

* Legally adjusted from original date of September 1, 2021, State of Ohio v Raimondo.

REDISTRICTING from front page    

The Ohio Constitution contains 
detailed requirements for the map 
approval process, including methods 
for resolving vote impasses and for 
creating short-term maps in case the 
initial plan is not supported. 

Basic principles for acceptable 
plans are established by federal law 
and stated in the Ohio Constitution to 
assure that compactness, contiguity, 
and racial and ethnic balance will be 
expressed.

Bipartisan vote requirements are 
included; public hearings are required 
before a plan is finalized. 

Explicit regulations now in the 
Ohio Constitution could result in both 
timeline and effective-date changes if 
the bodies charged with approving the 

maps do not achieve the required bipar-
tisan votes.

At each level of the districting pro-
cess, the government entity provides 
funds for facilities, consultants and 
staffing to support the group charged 
with the map-making process.

The population changes may also 
create a need to adjust ward boundar-
ies in Ohio cities and townships. 

The Bay Village and Westlake 
city charters both have provisions for 
the periodic design and approval of 
boundary changes but do not prescribe 
specific deadlines for this process. Any 
such changes will need to be complet-
ed prior to the filing deadline for 2022 
candidates for elective office.

School board members are elected 

“at large” for staggered terms in a spe-
cific geographical school district and 
are not affected by the redistricting 
procedures discussed above.

Those who wish to read full details 
and analyses of the Congressional and 
General Assembly procedures can con-
sult the following sources:

• Fair Districts Ohio 
(fairdistrictsohio.org)

• “Redistricting in Ohio” 
section on ballotpedia.org                      
(bit.ly/3ADkB2W)

• "Redistricting in Ohio," an 
informational brief prepared 
by the Ohio Legislative Service 
Commission staff for members 
and staff of the Ohio General 
Assembly (bit.ly/3yWTxv2). 

620 Dover Center Rd.
Bay Village

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

NOW OPEN !
Call for an 
appointment:
440-871-0899

by KIMBERLY MITSCHKE

Clague Playhouse is excited to 
return to the stage for our 94th 
season!

Plays for the season are the 
comedy, "Mrs. Mannerly" by Jeffrey 
Hatcher that runs Sept. 10 to Oct. 3; 
the holiday comedy, "Ethan Claymore" 
by Norm Foster that runs Nov. 5 to Dec. 
5; the comedy, "Foolish Fishgirls and 
the Pearl" by Barbara Pease Weber that 
runs Jan. 14 to Feb. 6, 2022; the dram-
edy "These Shining Lives" by Melanie 
Marnich that runs March 11 to April 3, 
2022; and the musical comedy, "Fail-
ure: A Love Story" by Philip Dawkins 
that runs May 6-29, 2022.

Seating capacity will be based on 
current State of Ohio guidelines. Face 
masks and/or coverings are recom-
mended but not required for those 
who are fully vaccinated.

Tickets for all shows in the season 
go on sale on Aug. 4 at the Clague Play-
house Box Office or online at www.
clagueplayhouse.org. Admission is $18 
for adults, $17 for seniors (60+), and 
$10 for students, with an additional 
$4 for all tickets for "Failure: A Love 
Story."

The Box Office is open Wednesday 
through Saturday from 1:00-6:00 p.m. 
by calling 440-331-0403. Clague Play-
house is located at 1371 Clague Road 
in Westlake. 

Clague Playhouse 
opens 94th season 
in September

I have a neighbor that is always 
positive. I don't know how she does it 
but she always finds the good in situa-
tions. This recent storm tested my toler-
ance and patience but not hers, at least 
she didn't show it.

She had several trees down in her 
yard and a good size branch hit her 
house and damaged her air condition-
ing unit. She recently spent a good 

amount of money on her yard because 
her son is getting married in the back-
yard at the end of the month.

It looked like a war zone after the 
storm but she remained positive and 
pleasant. Most of us would be panicking 
but not this lady. Cool as a cucumber, 
repeating, "It will be fine, all is good." 
I was in awe.

Between storms and covid, masks, 
no masks, equity audits, and CRT and 
new superintendents and new rules and 
old rules ... tempers are running high. 
But in the midst of all this craziness why 
are some people able to remain civil and 
kind while others are shouting at each 
other. Answer: because they choose to. 

These are crazy times but they are 

crazy for everyone. No one is com-
pletely comfortable with what is going 
on in our town, our city, our state, our 
country or our world. There is so much 
unfamiliar happening around us.  

Some of the situations are in our 
control and some not. We do, however, 
have a choice of how we respond to 
these situations. My neighbor chooses 
to remain kind and keep moving for-
ward. I admire her very much for being 
a role model and not allowing her sur-
roundings to affect how she responds.

Thank you, M.E., for reminding 
me that being positive and kind can 
be used even in times like these.

– Colleen Harding, Bay Village

Be kind in 
crazy times

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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Bay Village invites kids to 

TOUCH•A•TRUCKTOUCH•A•TRUCK
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11  

NOON TO 3 PM
at the Fire & Police Parking Lots on Wolf Road

Turn on Police Car Emergency Lights 
Climb in Fire Trucks

 Sit in Bay Village Service Trucks
 University Hospitals’ helicopter will land at 1 p.m. 

Meet our police officers, firefighters/paramedics 
and service department employees

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY
Westlake | Bay Village Observer 2021

Now Hiring Kitchen Help

info@chattyspizzeria.com
(440) 471-4485

28611 Lake Road, Bay Village

by DIANA PI, M.D.

I am (or should be) studying for 
my medical board recertifica-
tion exam. Instead of immersing 

myself in acid-base disorders, again, 
I’m learning:

1. A mosquito’s mouthpiece has 
six needles.

2. Cauliflower are actually flow-
ers.

3. Dr. Joseph Mercola, who's 
heavy on vitamins and light on 
facts and who's been warned 
multiple times by the FDA 
for his "unapproved and mis-
branded" products including 
COVID-19 treatment, makes a 
lot more money than any doc-
tors I know.

But one newly FDA-approved, 
weight-loss drug – semaglutide (brand 
name Wegovy) – caught my attention.

I’ve read the studies and believe it 
has potential.

For the past decade, we’ve had 
four FDA-approved weight-loss drugs: 
orlistat (Xenical), liraglutide (Saxenda), 
naltrexone-bupropion (Contrave), and 
phentermine/topiramate (Qsymia).

They work modestly, with an aver-
age 7 to 20 pound weight loss in addi-
tion to what diet and exercise can do. 
On semaglutide, the weight loss aver-
aged 30 pounds – impressive.

For a woman who is 5 feet 4 inches 
tall, she’d qualify for prescription 
weight-loss drugs if she weighs over 175 
pounds (BMI 30) – or 158 pounds (BMI 
27) if she has weight-related medical 
issues like diabetes.

For those who need to lose more 
weight (BMI greater than 35 to 40), 
bariatric surgery is superior. They can 
expect to lose one-third of their body 
weight. Plus, most of their weight loss 
can be maintained long-term.

Regardless, better medical advice 
is: Any weight loss, even a few pounds, 
can impact significantly on various 
medical conditions like joint pain, dia-
betes and high blood pressure. Don’t be 

discouraged.
About the new kid in town:
1. Semaglutide is not that new. 

Around since 2017, it belongs 
to a class of diabetic drugs 
called glucagon-like peptide 1 
(GLP-1). It’s used at low dose (1 
mg) to treat diabetes, high dose 
(2.4 mg) for weight loss.

2. Why do I like it? It’s a weekly 
injection – so easy. For the 
needle-queasy, a pill-form 
is around the corner. And it 
uses a novel, target approach. 
Semaglutide mimics an anti-
hunger hormone. You crave 
food less and feel full earlier 
after eating.

I’m itching to prescribe the drug, 
but I’m stuck with the question: “For 
whom?”

1. The drug is expensive. Wegovy 
costs $1,300 a month. Most 
insurance plans either do not 
cover or require preauthoriza-
tion for weight-loss drugs.

2. The hardest sell: If the drug 
works, great, but you can’t get 
off of it.

Obesity isn’t just self-control. It’s 
nature and nurture. Scientists have 
identified several hormones that regu-
late our hunger. Semaglutide holds 
nature at bay. But research shows that if 
you stay on the drug, you can maintain 
the weight loss. If you stop the drug, the 
weight comes back.

While the drug is relatively well tol-
erated, nobody knows what happens 
years down the line. But I believe we’re 
going in the right direction.

Weight loss is complicated. Sci-
ence is complicated. My board exam, 
which lasts 10 hours, is complicated.

So I understand the attraction of 
Dr. Mercola and his many calming, 
simple blanket solutions, like: “Vitamin 
C at extremely high doses … actually 
[kills] viruses.” Imagine a world where 
that’s even remotely true: I could’ve 
aced the section on viral infection with-
out a lick of work. 

The buzz around a new 
weight-loss pill

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

Smoke from the West Coast forest fires colors the sunset orange in 
Northeast Ohio on July 22, 2021. The smoke traveled across the U.S. to 
New York City.
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All Around Carpet

SALES & INSTALLAT ION
4772 Dover Center Road

440-539-4737

All All aaround round 22ararzzetet

A Great Blue Heron perches on a branch in the pond at Bradley Woods 
Reservation in Westlake.
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I have lived in Bay Village for 
21 years and have never seen any-
thing like that wind gust tear up the 
city like it did. In fact, in all my life 
I have never experienced that type 
of violent storm and wind.

What can we do? Each of us can 
keep trying to improve our carbon 
footprints. We know that real solu-
tions will require a global scale, but 
that doesn’t mean each of us should 
just sit around and wait. Collective-
ly, our small actions can – and will 
– make a difference.

Driving your car less – and not 
idling your car, ever – will help. If the 
weather is nice, consider biking or 
walking if you’re only going a short 
distance. If that is not necessarily 
an option, properly maintaining 
your car and ensuring your tires 
are correctly inflated will help with 
your car’s efficiency. Always hauling 
your kids around? Carpooling is a 
great way to reduce emissions from 
vehicles. 

Another thing you can 
do is implement “Meatless 
Monday” (or any day you 
choose!). Eating less meat 
helps reduce carbon emis-
sions because meat produc-
tion requires a lot of feed, 
water and land, and cows 
themselves give off methane 
emissions which is another 
greenhouse gas. Try eating 
a vegetarian meal once or 
twice a week! Also, purchas-
ing local produce when 
possible and available also 
helps with emissions, as the 
shorter the distance food 
needs to travel, the better for 
the environment. 

Around your house, you can help by 
keeping your house a bit cooler in the 
winter (turning the heat down) and a little 
warmer in the summer (turning your AC 
warmer). Also, please turn off lights when 
not in use, and unplug appliances (includ-
ing your cell phone charger!) when not in 
use. (I must admit this is a weakness of 
mine but I am trying to get better!) Replace 
your appliances with Energy Star products. 
Make sure you are recycling, and recycling 
correctly, and donate any old appliances 

and household items you can rather than 
putting them in the trash bound for the 
landfill. 

Lastly, please plant native trees! I’ve 
written about our tragic tree canopy loss 
and I’m sure that storm last week killed 
many more trees. Definitely replace any 
trees you have lost! Also, when it comes 
to trees and storms, have an arborist out 
to your home to check out at your trees’ 
health trimming needs. Healthy trees 
withstand storms much better than sick 
ones. Together, each of us can and will 
make a difference! 

EXTREME 
WEATHER         
from front page    

A silver maple tree uprooted by the storm damaged a home on Edinborough Drive in Bay Village. 

Electric company crews work on power lines on Saturday, Aug. 13, to 
restore service to Dover Bay Estates.

After removal of the above tree, the stump 
measurement shows that the tree was over 125 
years old.
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Bay Village City Council, Ward 3            

Presented in partnership with the 
League of Women Voters of Greater 
Cleveland, Bay Village chapter

Bay Village
Primary ElectionMeet the Candidates 

Vote by Mail begins Aug. 17 Election Day is Tuesday, Sept. 14
Polls open 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Hello Ward 3 Residents, 
I hope that this letter finds 
you well and in good health. 

I was honored to be 
appointed by the Bay Vil-
lage City Council by a 6-0 
vote and ask to be retained 
serving Ward 3. 

I’m married to my hus-
band, Brad, who is a retired 
military veteran that served 
honorably with the U.S. Coast Guard. I have a B.A. in 
Political Science and American History from Hiram 
College and a Master’s in Public Administration from 
Kent State. 

I am the Human Resource Director for the City 
of Rocky River and the Civil Service Secretary where I 
oversee the hiring of our safety forces. I know how local 
government functions fiscally and administratively and 
want to bring that experience to our great city. 

This election is about you and how you are served. 
You will continually hear that I am focused on these 
subjects: Sewers, Streets, Sidewalks, and Safety.

Sewers: I will vote to make sure resources are 
available for upgrades to protect our great asset of 
Lake Erie.

Streets: I will vote to make sure streets are main-
tained and that Ward 3 will be represented in every 
annual paving program. 

Sidewalks: I will vote to make sure they are acces-
sible to all residents, cleared for your safety, and annu-
ally maintained. 

Safety: I will vote to make sure our Fire/Police 
personnel are fully funded, fully staffed, and fully 
trained for our safety. 

I ask for your vote this Fall. 

Our family moved to 
Bay Village during the height 
of the Pandemic (June 2020). 
Even during that very diffi-
cult time, we were received 
by a wonderful community 
with open arms.

I was raised in Fairview 
Park, and attended Cleve-
land State, where I earned a 
bachelor’s degree in Health 
Science. I have found my professional calling outside 
that field, and I am honored to work in the accounting 
field for the Department of Defense. I find purpose 
there, making sure our military members are paid for 
their service to our country.

We are an active duty military family and have 
moved around the country for the last fifteen years. 
We have lived everywhere from Alaska, to California, 
to Connecticut; and can say without question that Bay 
Village is absolutely the most amazing community we 
have experienced.

We have chosen Bay for our retirement from the 
military and could not be happier. We have two chil-
dren in the Bay Village schools and volunteering is 
extremely important to our family.

In our short time here I have worked on projects 
with the Bay Village Foundation, Special Spaces Cleve-
land, Snow Angels, the BVECPTA, Bay Village Women’s 
Club and I chair a committee at the BVCSD.

Service is one of my core values and I look forward 
to working to continue strengthening Bay and serving 
our community in the most impactful positions. My 
focus each day as the Ward 3 Councilwoman, would 
be Stewardship, Teamwork and our Community. I look 
forward to serving. 

My name is Gary 
Sharp and I am run-
ning for Bay Village 
City Council – Ward 3. 
Here’s why. I love where 
I live! After serving hon-
orably in the US Navy 
for 10 years and being 
decorated for heroics 
in the Gulf War, I want 
to now serve Bay Village 
Ward 3. 

We have lived in Bay Village for 26 years. My 
grandchildren are now being raised here. Like us, 
families live here, pay taxes here and raise families 
here. They should be afforded a voice in City mat-
ters that directly affect their life and future here.

I am actively involved in my Church serving 
Kids Ministry, in my city as an Auxiliary Police Offi-
cer and stay active in the Community by attending 
City Council meetings and openly discussing mat-
ters before the Council.

Communication between city government 
and the residents is so important and citizens 
should be aware and invited to speak about mat-
ters going before Council. There is currently a void 
in our Ward that I promise to bridge. If you want a 
voice and a direct link to your Councilman, I am 
your choice.

I want to focus on fiscal responsibility and 
work hard to not only maintain our current excel-
lent services but ensure that we are prepared to 
evolve as our world changes. Council needs to be 
proactive as much as possible. Please vote for me 
in the Sept. 14 Primary and propel us to a victory 
in November. Always love where you live! 

Mike Greco Gary SharpBernadette Power

Bay Village will hold a nonpartisan primary election on Tuesday, Sept. 14, for the City Council race in Ward 3. The top two vote-getters will move 
on to the general election on Nov. 2, where they will be joined on the ballot by candidates for Mayor, Ward 1, Ward 2, Ward 4, Council-At-Large 
and Board of Education. The Observer will publish a general election Voter Guide in the Oct. 5 issue.

SUPPORT VOTER EDUCATION 
The League of Women Voters depends on the generosity of donors 

and members to fund voter and civic education programs, including 

much of League’s voter service work that provides nonpartisan 

candidate information during the election season.

To support this effort, please send your tax-deductible donation 

payable to LWV Bay Village Education Fund 

to LWV of Greater Cleveland, P.O. Box 5310, Cleveland, OH 44101

WARD 3 CANDIDATES NIGHT
The Bay Village League of Women Voters is hosting the City 

Council primary candidates to allow voters an opportunity 

to ask questions and have informal discussion around 

meeting tables. Please attend and meet those hoping to 

represent Ward 3 on City Council.

Tuesday, Aug. 24, 7-8 p.m.
Bay Village Branch Library

502 Cahoon Road
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Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough 
expressed gratitude for the hard work 
and passion showcased by the gardeners 
and landscapers who competed, helping 
to make the city of Westlake a little more 
beautiful in the process.  

In his ninth year as the event’s chief 
organizer, Planning and Economic Devel-

opment Director James Bedell proudly 
called upon each of the winners by name 
to receive their custom awards for first, 
second and third place. The mayor posed 
for pictures with each of them as a slide-
show of their meticulously cultivated gar-
dens, flower boxes, yards and businesses 
scrolled by in the background. 

WESTLAKE IN BLOOM from front page    

Evergreen Cemetery Fence Gardens
• First Place: The Schork Family
• Second Place: In Memory of Chuck & 

Peg Stein
• Third Place: In Memory of Col. 

Robert Franklyn Overmyer
Hilliard Boulevard Flower Box
• First Place: ConstructAbility
•  Second Place: Dave and Kim 

Shaarda
•  Third Place: The Witouski Family
Community Garden
• First Place: Mitch Ma 
• Second Place: Lee Ding 
• Third Place: George Zheng
Apartment, Condominium or 
Subdivision Entrance
• First Place: Bay Landing 

Condominiums 
• Second Place: Remington 

Apartments
• Third Place: Westown Gardens 

Apartment
Nursing Home/Assisted/
Independent Living Facility
• First Place: Rae-Ann Suburban 

Nursing and Rehabilitation
• Second Place: The Belvedere of 

Westlake
• Third Place: Rae-Ann Westlake Skilled 

Nursing and Rehabilitation
Business
• First Place: Applied Companies 
• Second Place: The SpyGlass Group
• Third Place: Kleinhenz Jewelers
Place of Worship/Institutional/
Quasi-Public/Public Place
• First Place: St. Ladislas Catholic 

Church
• Second Place: Westlake United 

Methodist Church
• Third Place: Westlake Seventh-Day 

Adventist Church
Patio and Abutting Garden – Single 
Family
• First Place: Marian Ext and Dr. Roger 

Mansnerus
• Second Place: Bill and Libby Miller 
• Third Place: Terri J. Mosham
Patio and Abutting Garden – Multi-
Family/Cluster Home
• First Place: Robert McCormick and 

Richard Lindsley
• Second Place: Evelyn J. Davis
• Third Place: Sharon L. Huelsma

Vegetable Garden
•  First Place: Don Falasca
• Second Place: The Kundmueller 

Family
• Third Place: Lonna Nimylowycz 
Young Gardener Award: Roxy, Dani 
and Abby Stewart
Shade Garden
• First Place: Tony and Rachel Novak
• Second Place: Diane D. Morris and 

Family
• Third Place: Kimberly Williams 
Window/Flower Boxes
• First Place: Beverly Wilkinson
• Second Place: Grace Flanagan
• Third Place: Michelle Walsh
Residential Landscaping – Front 
Yard
• First Place: Mary Beth and Jack Bedell
• Second Place: M. Colette Gibbons 

and Harlan S. Hertz
• Third Place: Dr. William & Anne 

Marie Farr

Residential Landscaping – Rear Yard, 
Small
• First Place: Lou and Jean Povinelli
• Second Place: Bill and Rosalie Mueller
• Third Place: Ken & Sharon Didion
Residential Landscaping –Rear Yard, 
Large
• First Place: Lan Le To and Binh V. To
• Second Place: Nancy Schill
• Third Place: Mayuresh Dhond
Residential Landscaping – Entire 
Yard, Small
• First Place: Vicki and Dennis Wert
• Second Place: James and Jean Moran
• Third Place: Colleen and John 

Wallenhorst
Residential Landscaping – Entire 
Yard, Large
• First Place: Karen Pintenich
• Second Place: The Croissants
• Third Place: Terry Monnolly
Lu Walter “Best in Bloom” Award:
• Lou and Jean Povinelli

Lu Walter "Best in Bloom" award winners Jean and Lou Povinelli with 
Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough.

Westlake in Bloom 2021 winners' list

Rachel and Tony Novak won first place in the Shade Garden category.

Karen Pintenich won first place in the  Residential Landscaping - Entire Yard, 
Rear category.

Mary Beth and Jack Bedell (no relation to Planning Director James Bedell) 
won first place in the Residential Landscaping - Front Yard, Small category.

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough recounts the history of how Westlake in 
Bloom came to be the cherished local tradition it is today, as event emcee 
James Bedell looks on.
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PLEASE PROOFREAD. Westlake | Bay Village Observer

MUSIC LESSONS
Call or text us at 440-558-6876

Music lessons with highly-qualified and friendly teachers!
 • Piano • Guitar • Voice • Violin
 • Viola • Cello • Double Bass • Drums
 • Electric Bass • Flute • Saxophone • Ukulele

First Lesson FREE and No Registration Fee (value of $55)
Just mention this ad. 

26325 Detroit Road, Westlake (across from Marc’s)
440-558-6876   www.thewestlakemusicacademy.com

by LWV observer JANE BLACKIE

This report contains member obser-
vations and selected highlights of the 
Aug. 9 meeting of the Bay Village Board 
of Education. It is not an official state-
ment by the League of Women Voters, nor 
does it represent the official minutes of 
the meeting.

Board Vice President Dave Vegh 
called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Bay Middle School Library. Other 
Board members included Mrs. Beth 
Lally; Dr. Scott Schultz; and Mr. Paul 
Vincent. Lisa Priemer, President, was 
not in attendance.

Public Comments: At this meet-
ing, tickets were distributed to those 
who wanted to speak and were ran-
domly selected. Those people were 
given five minutes to share their ideas. 
A sampling of what was said is included 
in the following:

• Some people were supportive 
of mandatory masking for the 
upcoming school year; some 
were against it.

• A suggestion was made to 
require masks only in grades 
for which the vaccination is not 
available. Another suggestion 
was that masking should be con-
sistent; if masks are required in 
the classroom, they should also 
be required in extra-curricular 
activities.

• Several health care profes-
sionals reiterated that wearing 
masks can slow the spread of 
the Delta variant as vaccinated 
people can get sick from it and 
transmit it to others. It was 
appreciated that the Board is 
staying abreast of the data and 
is willing to revisit the mask-
ing guidelines when additional 
information is available in two 
weeks.

Change Order: The Board 
approved a resolution authorizing the 
Treasurer and Superintendent to act 
on behalf of the School District Board 
of Education related to the Bay Stadium 
Field House.

Consent Items: The Board 
approved the minutes of the last meet-
ing as well as the following resolutions: 
the appointment of Moira Erwine as 
Interim Human Resources; accepting 
a donation from the Music Boosters 
Organization to pay for half of the 
Music Trailer and from Cathy and Gary 
Borsos to Glenview Center; certified 
and classified personnel contracts; a 
memorandum of understanding with 
the Bay Teachers Association and The 
Bay Individual Small Group Instruc-
tion Teacher Association for Phase 5 
COVID-19 Stage 1 In-Building Model; 
an agreement with Applewood Centers 
Inc. as well as with Monarch School for 
the 2021-2022 school year.

Superintendent update: This 
was the first time that Char Shryock, 
the newly appointed Interim Superin-
tendent, addressed the Board although 
she is not new to the District. Shryock 
has served as the District’s Director of 

Teaching and Learning since 2011.
The Interim Superintendent 

reported that the new Bay Schools 
website, www.bayvillageschools.com, 
is now accessible and consistent. She 
thanked Mrs. Semancik and Mr. Reyn-
olds for their hard work on this proj-
ect. Other tech projects are also in the 
works.

Shryock pledged that anyone who 
contacts her will hear back from her. 
She emphasized that it’s good to hear 
outside voices and diverse opinions 
as that is what builds community. A 
desire to do what’s best for the chil-
dren of Bay Village is our common 
ground. Shryock explained that the 
District came to its decisions about 
COVID precautions after reviewing 
data and recommendations from 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the American Academy 
of Pediatrics, the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Health, and the Case Western 
Reserve trend maps. Data is on a two-
week delay.

Full details about the Rocket 
Return Plan can be found on the Bay 
Schools website.

Town Hall meetings are scheduled 
at each District building in order to 
give students’ families the opportunity 
to have a discussion with the Interim 
Superintendent, individual building 
principals, and a member of the Board. 
All meetings are 6:30-7:45 p.m. and 
scheduled as follows:

• Normandy, Aug. 19;
• Bay High, Aug. 24;
• Bay Middle School, Aug. 26;
• Westerly, Sept. 2;
• Glenview, Sept. 8.
Virtual meetings are also being 

offered. You can register at bayvillag-
eschools.com/town_halls to attend one 
of these meetings.

The District is applying for status 
as a Purple Star District which will des-
ignate the District as military friendly.  
This will be achieved by appointing a 
military family liaison and completing 
specified activities.

Shryock introduced the District’s 
new Strategic Plan – "Reaching Beyond 
the Horizon." She outlined the seven 
driving factors outlined in the plan: 
recognize growth and celebrate suc-
cess; lead educational excellence; 
prioritize service to others; promote 
a school life balance; one community, 
many voices; foster real-world work 
skills; and inspire creativity and inno-
vation. The full plan can be found by 
visiting the Bay Schools website and 
clicking the Strategic Plan link at the 
top of the page.

Treasurer Report: The finan-
cial statement for June 2021, avail-
able online via the shortcut www.bit.
ly/3kbvfrd, was approved. Other items 
approved were disposal of assets; tech-
nology purchase by Dan Sebring; and 
the Joinder Agreement as a member 
district of Suburban Health Consortium 
for services from Northwest Group Ser-
vices Agency. 

The next general Board meeting 
will be Monday, Aug. 23, at 6:30 pm.

Bay Board of Education 
Aug. 9 meeting overview

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Westlake Porter Public 
Library’s late August 2021 calendar of 
events. All programs are subject to change. 
Please check westlakelibrary.org or follow 
the library on Facebook and Twitter  
(@WestlakePorter) for the latest updates.

Thursday, Aug. 19 (2-3 p.m.) DIY 
Crafts for Your Learning Space – Make 
some creative DIY crafts for your learn-
ing space for the upcoming school year. 
We will provide most of the supplies 
with instructions to complete four crafts. 
Grades 5-7. Program will take place in the 
Reading Garden. Please register.

Friday, Aug. 20 (9 a.m.-6 p.m.) Happy 
Birthday Suma the Puma! – It’s Suma 
the Puma’s birthday! This year we are cel-
ebrating with a jungle theme. Pick up your 
party pack beginning Aug. 20. Ages 4-6. 
Party packs will be available until Aug. 
28 unless other arrangements are made. 
Please register.

Friday, Aug. 20 (10-10:30 a.m.) and 
Thursday, Aug. 26 (6:30-7 p.m.) Adapt-
ed Storytime in the Garden – This 
30-minute storytime is designed for chil-
dren ages 3-7 who may not be successful 
in a typical storytime experience. Siblings 
may attend but must register separately. 
If we cannot meet in-person Zoom 
invitations will be sent to all registered 

attendees. Please register every person 
that will be attending, including children 
and adults. Caregivers must stay with 
their child(ren) during the programming. 
Registration begins one week before each 
program.

Friday, Aug. 20 (10 a.m.-noon) Non-
profit Community Hours – Do you have 
questions about nonprofit management 
and fundraising? Schedule a one-to-one 
15-minute virtual reference session with 
WPPL’s Candid FIN Manager Natalie, to 
discuss the needs of your 501(c)(3) organi-
zation and the various resources available 
to you.

Saturday, Aug. 21 (9-11 a.m.) Shred-
ding Day – A shredding truck will be 
available for destruction and disposal of 
documents. The staff will handle the doc-
uments for shredding while you watch. 
Please limit materials to the capacity of 
two standard size copy paper boxes (10” x 
18” x 9”). The truck is booked until 11 a.m., 
but may fill sooner (it is only permitted to 
carry weight up to a specific limit), so plan 
to get here early!

Saturday, Aug. 21 (2-3 p.m.) Yoga 
for Every Body – Join Nickie P. for a fun, 
inclusive all-level yoga class for people of 
every shape, size, and ability. Please reg-
ister. Zoom instructions will be emailed 
before the program.

Monday, Aug. 23 (6:30-7:30 p.m.) 

Tighten Up Home Efficiency and Save 
Money (Live) – Many people strive to be 
energy efficient and live more sustain-
ably. This program will cover home energy 
audits, simple cost-effective improve-
ments, and how to conserve energy. 
Handouts will be emailed after the pro-
gram. Please register. Zoom instructions 
will be emailed before the program.

Wednesday, Aug. 25 (7-8 p.m.) Learn 
the Basics of Zoom – Join us for an hour 
of activities designed to increase your 
familiarity with Zoom Meetings features. 
This class will take place in the library 
Technology Training Lab. Please provide 
an email address when registering.

Wednesday, Aug. 25 (8-9 p.m.) Dis-
covery Box Sign-Up – Teens in grades 
7-12: You’ll receive a survey to fill out, 
and we’ll use your responses to create a 
custom Discovery Box! Pick-up begins 
Sept. 1 (8-9 p.m.).

Thursday, Aug. 26 (3:30-4:30 p.m.) 
Roblox Arcade (Live) – Love Roblox? 
We have some private servers set up for 
Tweens in grades 4-6 to hang out with 
their friends and enjoy some of the most 
popular games via Zoom. Please register.

Friday, Aug. 27 (4-4:45 p.m.) Fun 
Science Friday: Float and Sink – Join 
Mrs. K as we test the buoyancy of different 
objects and make our own floating boat. 
Discoveries will be made through hands-
on experiments, active participation & 
a simple take-home project. Ages 4-6, 
through kindergarten. This program is 
weather permitting. Staff will make every 
effort to notify you in a timely manner 
if we cannot meet in person. Caregivers 

must stay with their child(ren) during 
programming. Registration begins Aug. 
20. Please register every person attending, 
including children and adults.

Friday, Aug. 27 (4-4:30 p.m.) Cup of 
Science: Float and Sink (Live) – Join 
Miss Holly on Facebook or YouTube for a 
fun science video! For ages 4-6.

Saturday, Aug. 28 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Adapted Storytime (Live) – Join us for 
this Zoom storytime designed for children 
who may not be successful in a typical sto-
rytime. Content is geared toward ages 3-7 
years. Pick up a kit for a hands-on experi-
ence! Registration begins Aug. 21. Partici-
pants must provide an email address to 
receive Zoom instructions.

Tuesday, Aug. 31 (10-11:30 a.m.) 
Windows 10 Introduction – Learn 
how to work with the basic features of 
Windows 10. Work with the Start Menu, 
Tiles, access settings, Task View, Action 
Center, and Microsoft Edge. This class is 
in person. Capacity is limited. Registration 
begins August 24.

Tuesday, Aug. 31 (7-8:30 p.m.) Lost 
Civil War (Live) – Join Laura DeMarco, 
the author of "Lost Cleveland," as she dis-
cusses her latest book, "Lost Civil War: The 
Disappearing Legacy of America’s Great-
est Conflict." Her presentation will take 
you on a journey back through time to lost 
Civil War battlefields, prisons, hospitals, 
camps and more. Laura will also revisit 
some local history from her first three 
books. Please register. You will receive an 
email with Zoom instructions..

To register for any of the programs, 
visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library’s       
early August calendar of events

by JEFF BING

As we try to shake off the memory 
of that recent 17-0 thrashing at the 
hands of the Oakland A’s – cap-

ping a humiliating 3-game sweep under 
the guidance of acting manager DeMarlo 
Hale – it got me to thinking about the 
future of the Indians/Guardians without 
Terry Francona as manager. And it’s not 
a pretty picture. 

For those of you who may not have 
received the memo, the Indians manager 
stepped down recently due to health 
issues. After lengthy absences in 2019, 
2020, and now this year, it’s difficult to 

envision a happy ending to Francona’s 
managing career. He’s only 62 (which 
looks quite young from where I’m sitting), 
but his issues are serious.

I’ll be the first to admit I was some-
what skeptical when the Tribe hired Fran-
cona following the 2012 season. Despite a 
terrific record as manager of the Red Sox, 
he was coming off the heels of a disastrous 
2012 in which the Red Sox went 7-20 in 
the final month of the season, blowing a 
9-game lead in the process. There were 
also rumors that he’d lost control of the 
team, as well as accusations of alcohol in 
the dugout during games. Not exactly a 
recipe for success in Cleveland. Well, on 

second thought, the alcohol part might be.
Then again, after watching Manny 

Acta manage the Indians – and I use the 
term “manage” loosely – for the previ-
ous two seasons, I had concluded that 
the Marx Brothers could have succeeded 
Acta and done a better job. While I was 
unquestionably right about that, I was 
clearly wrong about Francona.

Following a tremendously success-
ful stretch of baseball from the mid-‘90s 
to well into this century, the Indians 
appeared to be reverting back to the “not-
so-lovable losers” tag they had worn so 
deservedly for their 3+ decades of hid-
eous baseball prior to the great run of the 
‘90s. Acta’s team in 2012 went 68-94, and 
he was canned shortly before the season 
ended.

Francona’s impact was immediate: 
The Indians won 92 games in 2013 – snag-
ging the wild card berth with a fantastic 
run at the end of the season, which began 
a streak of 8 consecutive winning baseball 

seasons through 2020, including a World 
Series appearance in 2016. That streak is 
in jeopardy this year.

Let me make it clear that I’ve got 
nothing against DeMarlo Hale, for it’s 
not about his qualifications. Hale has a 
long history with Terry Francona, but you 
never know if a guy is the right fit until he 
has been given the job.  

While we are on the subject, I’d like 
to make a pitch for Sandy Alomar Jr. as 
Tito’s replacement if Francona decides to 
call it a career. The former Indians catcher 
has a reputation for making decent catch-
ers into solid performers (at least defen-
sively) as well as doing a super job when 
filling in as manager for the Tribe – typi-
cally under difficult circumstances. He’s 
“paid his dues,” as it were.

Here's hoping that when a manage-
rial change does take place, the Indians 
make the right choice, because it will 
greatly impact the future of the Guard-
ians in Cleveland. 

Tribe incomplete-o moving 
forward sans Tito

SPORTING VIEWS

Paddlers learn to kayak 
with confidence
by MARK SPANG

The first students to complete the Bay Village Recreation Depart-
ment's summer kayak classes on July 21 were wet but confident that 
they became more skillful at sweep, brace and draw strokes as well 

as rescue techniques after finishing two two-hour Wednesday night classes 
at the pond adjacent to the Walker Road soccer fields. Pictured from left 
are volunteer instructor Debbie Avallone, students Nisien Tarry, Amanda 
Maurer, Kathy Ruic, instructor Mark Spang and student Calan Tarry. New 
American Canoe Association classes begin Aug. 25. For details visit the 
Bay Recreation Department website, www.cityofbayvillage.com/185/
Parks-Recreation, or call 440-871-6755. 
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This is the first in a series of articles 
focusing on Westlake's growth from the 
1980s to today.

by WILLIAM KRAUSE

William Robishaw completed 
the book “You’ve Come a Long 
Way, Westlake … (And You’ve 

Got a Long Way to Go)” in 1993. This is 
much of what he wrote about the 1980s:

"The 1980 census figures indicat[e] 
a population of 19,483. Although the 
population was greater than ever, much 
of the western part of town consisted of 
vacant fields, and some empty wood-
lots.” Robishaw quotes a 1980 Cleveland 
Press article which emphasized that 
while new houses nationwide were get-
ting smaller, the new houses in Westlake 
were getting larger.

"The city adopted a new Guide Plan 
in July of 1980, to direct future develop-
ment of the use of the over ten-thousand 
acres within the city. This Guide Plan 
had been developed and recommended 
by the staff of the Cuyahoga County 

Regional Planning Commission … [a] 
revised version [was] adopted by Council 
in December of 1984.

"The introductory paragraph of the 
Guide Plan follows: ‘This Guide Plan is 
a recommended land use plan for the 
City of Westlake designating a general-
ized pattern of land uses formulated to 
achieve agreed upon community goals 
and objectives. The fitness of the plan 
in achieving these goals is documented 
through a series of interrelated analyses 
concerning population growth, residen-
tial capacity, school enrollments, retail 
need and fiscal impact. This holistic or 
comprehensive approach to the City’s 
future was adopted to maximize the 
City’s unique potentials and assure that 
the needs of the citizens are fully met.’

"There were five steps in the plan-
ning process. The first step surveyed 
Westlake’s state of development at that 
point in time. The second step analyzed 
that current state of development, and 
considered possible future trends and 
needs. The third step was the develop-
ment of alternative solutions to present 

problems, and to future 
opportunities. The fourth 
step was the selection of 
The Plan (Guide Plan), on 
the basis of adopted goals 
and objectives. The final 
step was the means of 
implementing the recom-
mendations of the Guide 
Plan.

"In 1980, nearly 4,700 
acres of the City’s 10,126 
acres were vacant, over 
46% of the total [accord-

ing to the Guide Plan]. The 
same source indicates that 

residential housing occupied 2,647 acres, 
just over 26% of the total. Commercial 
and industrial development, including 
retail stores, took up 472 acres, nearly 5% 

of the total. Community and recre-
ational facilities could be found on 
962 acres, or over 9% of the whole. 
The remaining approximately 14% 
included 12 acres of water; 63 acres 
for utilities …; 890 acres for streets 
and rights-of-way; and 383 acres 
utilized for agricultural pursuits.

"The appetites of the devel-
opers were satisfied during the 
decade, as the community contin-
ued to sprout new roads in some of 
the former vacant fields; and large 
impressive homes rose along those 
roads. Perhaps most noticeable 
to a resident who moved away in 
1980, and returned in 1990, would 
be increased number of apartment 
buildings, especially along Detroit 
Road west of Cahoon Road.

"Impact fees established in 
1986 were evidently no deterrent 
to building in Westlake. In the 
four-year period of 1985 to 1988, 
seventeen single-family subdivi-
sions were taking shape, contain-
ing nearly 800 homes.

"Too, industrial construction 
continued, and provided addition-
al employment opportunities in 
Westlake. National headquarters 
of several corporations have locat-
ed in the City, and of course are a 
very welcome part of the industrial 

scene, being in reality just more 
office buildings.

"Westlake’s building contin-

ued to lead every suburb of Cuyahoga 
County in the ‘Eighties, in residential, 
commercial and industrial construc-
tion – for three reasons. First, the need 
for the homes, commercial space, and 
industrial growth was in place. Second, 
the City had a great many undevel-
oped parcels of land, and access to a 
fine transportation network. The third 
reason, so important, was the contin-
ued expansion of the City’s sanitary 
sewage disposal system. By 1990, most 
of the developed land had been tied 
into that system; and undeveloped land 
was ‘sewered’ as it became developed.”

As part of the current update, we 
are adding: “By 1987 more than 10,000 
people worked in Westlake, now an 
important employment destination in 
Greater Cleveland. By 1990 the 27,018 
residents calling Westlake home were 
occupying new executive homes or new 
luxury apartments or condominiums, 
and others moving into well-main-
tained, existing housing stock. The nine-
teen-eighties also included the opening 
of a new public library and a new post 
office – both near the historic center of 
town and their former locations – Dover 
Center and Center Ridge Roads.”

What was unique about the devel-
opment of Westlake is that the execu-
tive and legislative branches of the City 
government and the Planning Commis-
sion were in agreement and followed 
the Guide Plan without caving into 
any special interests or landowners. 
Westlake got “ahead” of the develop-
ment and steered it towards a desired 
outcome.  Good civic leadership. Good 
planning! 

DIGGING DOVER – WESTLAKE

Robishaw book update: Part 1, The 1980s

Figure 24 from Robishaw's book showing first 
home under construction on Royal Forest Drive 
in the 1980s.

A 1986 aerial photograph in the author's collection which shows that much of the west 
half of Westlake was still undeveloped then.

Figure 28 from Robishaw's book showing Union Carbide research laboratory 
under construction southeast of Columbia and Detroit Roads in the 1980s.

Figure 25 from Robishaw's book showing a 1977 view of the Settlers Landing 
development under construction north of Hilliard Boulevard.
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Thank you to our kind 
readers who have 
donated to help 

keep the Observer’s 
presses rolling and to 
support a free press.
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by ROBERT ROZBORIL

Do you drive or walk on Center 
Ridge Road? What would you like 
to see happen along the corri-

dor?
The City of Westlake, with help from 

County Planning, is currently developing 

a Strategic Master Plan for Center Ridge 
Road. We need your help in providing 
feedback on potential recommenda-
tions included in the plan, so residents 
are encouraged to take a brief survey at 
www.countyplanning.us/WestlakeSurvey.

To learn more about the project’s 
vision and goals, residents can also view 

a virtual presentation that describes 
achievements to date, potential recom-
mendations, and next steps for the future. 
Your involvement is vital so please take a 
minute to help shape the future of West-
lake by viewing the presentation, taking 
the survey and asking us questions at 
www.countyplanning.us/CenterRidge. 

FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story
online by July 16

at wbvobserver.com

 See BASSETT page 2
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Westlake removing Bassett school building

Westlake seeks input on Center Ridge Master Plan

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver

The Observer – Dedicated to the ideal 
that volunteers define a community.

by KATHLEEN CROUSE

Westlake City Schools will be 
reconfiguring the area on 
which Bassett Elementary 

School now stands. With the build-
ing no longer in use and in need 
of expensive repairs, the school 
district has deemed it more eco-
nomically beneficial to raze it. The 

district recently passed a resolution 
determining that the Bassett and 
Holly Lane land will be retained and 
turned into a green space open to the 
public, easing concerns of nearby 
residents who feared the grounds 
being sold to a private developer.

“The Bassett School building 
has been a valuable resource to 
our district for many years,” said 

Westlake Superintendent Dr. Scott 
Goggin. “We have no plans to sell 
the property as we find it will be 
more useful to our community as 
a green space. And the site will be 
more beneficial to Westlake Schools 
years from now when we will need 
a lot that fits the needs of a growing 
school district.”

Bay Village Branch 
Library accepting 
book donations for 
fill-a-bag sale
by TARA MCGUINNESS

As we make the return to even 
more of our regular servic-
es, the Bay Village branch 

library, 502 Cahoon Road, is once 
again accepting book donations. 
And, in lieu of our quarterly book 
sales, the branch will host an ongo-
ing fill-a-bag sale. 

For only $2, patrons will be 
able to fill a library provided bag 
with book sale items. Please ask at 
the check out desk for your bag. You 
won't want to miss out on the ever-
varying assortment of books, DVDs 
and CDs available for purchase. 

The library is open Monday 
through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 
9 p.m., Friday and Saturday from 9 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m., and Sunday from 
1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Our Friends of the Library 
group depends on donated items 
to fund programs and items for the 
library. 

If you have any questions 
about items we accept for dona-
tions, please call the Bay Village 
branch at 440-871-6392.

Westlake residents indicate on a map which parts of Center Ridge they like (using green pins), and which areas need 
improvement (red pins) during a January 2020 public meeting.
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The city of Westlake is holding a grand opening and 
ribbon-cutting ceremony at the new Community 
Services Center, 28975 Hilliard Blvd., on Tuesday, July 

13, starting at 4:30 p.m.
 The event will include self-guided tours, music, refresh-

ments, an ice cream truck, a raffle, health screenings and 
food cooked by UH St. John Medical Center’s personal chef.

The grand opening will kick off at 4:30 p.m. with a 
ribbon cutting and a few remarks from Mayor Clough. Staff 
will be stationed throughout the Center to provide more 
information and answer questions as people take their own 
self-guided tours around the facility.

Beginning at 7 p.m. in the the Eileen Humphrey Audito-
rium, the Westlake | Bay Village Observer will host the State 
of the City address with Mayor Dennis Clough. Residents 
are invited to come and learn more about how Westlake 
managed last year’s challenges and what new projects are 
on the horizon. 

Both events are free and open to the public. 

Westlake's new Community 
Services Center ribbon-cutting                    

& State of the City address

I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
 MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions 
are gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to 
get involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.

Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding 
mission – to strengthen our community by informing and engaging 
Westlake and Bay Village residents. 

Times are tough, and the pandemic has presented an added 
challenge at a time when emotional connection and togetherness 
matter so much.

Please help us continue to provide a free medium where the 
community can share news, share stories and share laughs.

If you’d like to keep the Observer serving the community, please 
send a cash or check donation along with the form below. Donations 
may also be made by credit card at wbvobserver.com. All supporters 
will be recognized in future editions of the Observer.

We need your help

13.16

Thank you to our 
kind readers who 

have donated to help 
keep the Observer’s 

presses rolling and to 
support a free press.

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services
• Meals, walks, medication
• Plus personal play time / special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Sunshine

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.
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Friday, Aug. 27, 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
BAY VILLAGE COMPUTER/HHW/BULK TRASH DROP-OFF
In addition to household hazardous waste and computers, 
residents may bring 3 cans/6 trash bags, furniture, non-freon 
appliances, bulk items and scrap metal. Tires will only be accepted 
on Aug. 27 drop-off. No latex paint.
Bay Village Service Garage, 31300 Naigle Rd.

Saturday, Aug. 28, 4:30 p.m.
FREE GRAB’N’GO MEAL
Come to the rear door of the church for a great meal. This meal is 
free to everyone. Our hosts are Church of the Redeemer, Westlake 
and Clague Road Church. We wear masks and gloves. 
Clague Road UCC, 3650 Clague Rd., North Olmsted

Sunday, Aug. 29, 5-7 p.m.
CUB SCOUT OPEN HOUSE
Bay Village Cub Scout Pack 39 will host an open house carnival. 
Cub Scouting is for boys and girls, grades K-5. Online registra-
tion is available now at the Pack's website, pack39bayvillage.
scoutlander.com. 
Bethesda on the Bay Lutheran Church, 28607 Wolf Rd.


